· Rounding. All calculations are expressed as a percent, rounded to whole numbers. For example, 19.877% is rounded to 20%. Student group percents (minimum size requirements) are also rounded to whole numbers.

Comparable Improvement: Reading/ELA

Comparable Improvement (CI) is a measure that calculates how student performance on the TAKS test has changed (or grown) from one year to the next, and compares the change to that of the 40 schools that are demographically most similar to the target school.
Who is eligible: Campuses that test students on TAKS reading or English languages arts in grades 4 - 11 and have a rating of Academically Acceptable or higher. Districts are not eligible because CI is not calculated at the district level.

Standard: For acknowledgment on this indicator, the campus must have an average Texas Growth Index (TGI) within the top quartile (the top 25%) of their 40-member campus comparison group for reading/ELA.

Student Groups: Performance is evaluated for All Students only.

Methodology: First, determine the campus’s average Texas Growth Index:

sum of matched student TGI values for reading/ELA


total number of matched students in reading/ELA

Then, determine which quartile the campus is in within its 40-member campus comparison group. See Appendix E – Texas Growth Index and Appendix F – Campus Comparison Group for a complete explanation of the methodology for this measure.

Minimum Size Requirements: Students must be matched to the spring 2004 TAKS administration—anywhere in the state—to find their prior year scale score for reading or ELA. Any campus with fewer than 10 matched students for a subject will not have average TGI values calculated and will not be assigned a quartile position.

Year of Data: 2005 and 2004 (Spring TAKS Administrations)

Data Source: Pearson Educational Measurement

Other information: 

· Grade 3. Growth is not calculated for third grade test takers since that is their first TAKS test. For this reason, campuses with a high grade of 3 are not eligible for acknowledgment on CI.

· Student Success Initiative.
· For grade 5 students who take TAKS reading in both February and April, the per-formance used is the score they achieved in the February administration. That score will be matched to their single grade 4 administration from 2004 to determine their TGI.

· For grade 4 students who—as third graders in 2004—took TAKS reading in both March and April 2004, the TGI is determined by matching the score they achieved on their single grade 4 administration from 2005 to the score they achieved on their March administration in 2004.

Pairing. Campuses that are paired because they do not have their own TAKS data are not eligible for acknowledgment on CI.

· Special Education. Performance of special education students who took the TAKS is included in this measure.

· Rounding. All calculations are expressed as a percent, rounded to whole numbers. For example, 19.877% is rounded to 20%. Student group percents (minimum size requirements) are also rounded to whole numbers.

Comparable Improvement: Mathematics

Comparable Improvement (CI) is a measure that calculates how student performance on the TAKS test has changed (or grown) from one year to the next, and compares the change to that of the 40 schools that are demographically most similar to the target school.
Who is eligible: Campuses that test students on TAKS mathematics in grades 4 – 11 and have a rating of Academically Acceptable or higher. Districts are not eligible because CI is not calculated at the district level.

Standard: For acknowledgment on this indicator, the campus must have an average Texas Growth Index (TGI) within the top quartile (the top 25%) of their 40-member campus comparison group for mathematics.

Student Groups: Performance is evaluated for All Students only.

Methodology: First, determine the campus’s average Texas Growth Index:

sum of matched student TGI values for mathematics


total number of matched students in mathematics

Then determine which quartile the campus is in within its 40-member campus comparison group. See Appendix E – Texas Growth Index and Appendix F – Campus Comparison Group for a complete explanation of the methodology for this measure.

Minimum Size Requirements: Students must be matched to the spring 2004 TAKS administration—anywhere in the state—to find their prior year scale score for mathematics. Any campus with fewer than 10 matched students for a subject will not have average TGI values calculated and will not be assigned a quartile position.

Year of Data: 2005 and 2004 (Spring TAKS Administrations)

Data Source: Pearson Educational Measurement

Other information: 

· Grade 3. Growth is not calculated for third grade test takers since that is their first TAKS test. For this reason, campuses with a high grade of 3 are not eligible for acknowledgment on CI.

· Student Success Initiative. For grade 5 students who take TAKS mathematics in both April and May, the performance used is the score they achieved in the April administration. That score will be matched to their single grade 4 administration from 2004 to determine their TGI.
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