Appendix C - Comparison of State and Federal
Systems

In addition to the state accountability system, which is mandated by the Texas legislature,
there is also a federal system of public school accountability. Although the state system has
been in place since 1993, the accountability provisions in the federal No Child Left Behind
(NCLB) Act were first applied to the Texas public schools in 2003. That year, campuses,
districts and the state were evaluated for Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for the first time.
Texas campuses and districts must meet the federally defined requirements of AYP in order
to continue receiving essential federal funding.

The purpose of this appendix is to provide details comparing the state accountability system
to the federal (AYP) system. Though there are some similarities and elements in common
between the two, there are significant differences. For complete details about the federal
system, see the 2005 AYP Guide. The Guide as well as other information about AYP can be
found at the AYP website at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/ayp/index.html.

SYSTEMS ALIGNED

The state accountability system and the AYP procedures, mandated by the U.S. Department
of Education, are aligned to the greatest extent possible.

o Release Date. The release dates for the preliminary state accountability ratings and
preliminary AYP status are scheduled to occur prior to the start of the 2005-06 school
year.

o Labels. The final 2005 AYP status will include the final 2005 state accountability ratings
for both standard and AEA procedures. These labels will appear for both Title I and non-
Title I campuses and districts.

o Appeals Process. The appeals processes for state ratings and AYP status are aligned to
the extent possible. See Chapter 16 — Appealing the Ratings of this Manual and the 2005
AYP Guide for more information.

« Final Ratings Release. Post-appeals state ratings and AYP status may be released
concurrently in the future, but not in 2005.

COMPARISON

The following two tables provide comparisons of the state and federal systems. Table 21
contains a side-by-side comparison of the indicators, restrictions, requirements, and source
data for both systems.

Table 22 is oriented by grade level. With this table, the grades offered by a campus can be
isolated and the different uses of the various indicators can be compared. For example, a
grade 3-5 campus is evaluated in both the state and federal systems on TAKS reading/ELA,
mathematics, and SDAA I, although AYP evaluates more student groups for each of these
indicators. In a grade 3-5 campus, its AYP status also depends on attendance and
participation indicators, while its state rating is also based on TAKS writing and science
results.
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	State Accountability
	TAKS
	SDAA II
	SDAA II (grades 3-8 and 10 only) is combined with TAKS and o
	See TAKS (above)
	for standards, subjects, and groups.

	State Accountability
	Attendance Rate
	Completion Rate (grades 9-12)
	“Other Measure” for high schools and districts.
	All values rounded to one-tenth.


	State Accountability
	Annual Dropout Rate (grades 7-8)
	Participation Rate: Reading & Mathematics
	Other Campus and District Situations
	Participation






