
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

OFFICE OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

UAY '9··~ 

Commissioner ShirleyNeeley 
TexasEducation Agency 
1701 North Congress 
Austin,Texas 78701 

Dear Commissioner Neeley: 

I am writing in response to Texas' request to amend its State accountability plan under Title I of the 
Elementary and SecondaryEducationActof196J (ESEA), asamendedby the No qhlld Left Behind Act 
0/2001 (NCLB). Followina our discussions with your staff, the chanle is now inclUded in anamcnded 
State accountability plan that Texas submitted to the Department on May 3, 2007. I am pleased to fully 
approve Texas' plan, which will be posted on the Department's website. A summary of the approved 
amendment is enclosed with this letter. Asyou know, any furtherrequests to amend the Texas 
accountability plan must be submitted to tbe Department for review and approval as requiredby section 
1111(1)(2) of Title 1. 

Please alsobeaware that approvalofTexasts accountability plan forTitle I, includinathe amendment 
approvedabove, does not indicatethat the plan complieswith Federal civil rights requirements, including 
TitleVI of the CivilRighls Act of1964, Title IX oftbe Education Amendments of1972t SectionS04 of . 
the Rehabilitation Act ofJ97J, Title II of the American., withDUabilities Act, and requirements under the 
IndividuaL! withDl.$abiltt;es Education Act. 

NCLB has provideda vehicle for States to raise theachievement ofall studentsand to close the 
achievement pp. We are seeing the results ofour combined endeavor; achievement is risina throughout 
the nation. I appreciate Texas' effom to raise the achievement ofall studentsand hold all schools 
accountable. Ifyou need any additional assistance to implement thestandards, assessment, and 
accountability provisionsofNCLB, please do not hesitateto contactPatrickRooney 
(Patrick,Rooney@ed.gQv) or ZollieStevenson, Jr. lZollie.SteYenson@ed.aov) ofmy staff. 

IYt 

Kern~L~Ph.D. 
ActingAssistant Secretary 

Enclosure 

cc:	 Governor Rick Perry
 
Criss Cloudt
 

Sine 
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Amendment to the Texas Accountability Plan 

The following is a summary of the State's amendment request. Please refer to the Department's website 
(www.ed.aov/adminslleadlacc:ount/stateplans03/index.html) for the complete Texas accountability plan. 

Acceptable amendment 
We have reviewed your requestto amend the Texas accountability plan and found the following 
amendment aligned with the statute and regulations. 

•	 Removal of sgbgroup for students displaced by Harricanes Katrina aad Rita <Elementsl.], 4.1, 
5.1, and 5.2) 

Revisiou: Texas removed references to the flexibility agreement betweenthe Department and the 
State to create a separate subgroup for students displaced by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. This 
agreementwas only for the 2005-06 school year. 

•	 Ipcl.dille Umjted EllgU,h proficient <LIP> stude. aDd stydeptl with I dly.bility lIleme,ts 
1.2, 5.3, 5.4, and 10.1) . 

Revisign: Texas ainended its workbook to foliow the October 27, 2006, letter from the Department 
regarding the Texas standards and assessment system and the September 13. 2006. final regulations 
regardina LEP students. The Locally Developed Alternate Assessments (LDAAs) will no longer be 
included as an option for students with disabilities;students in their first year enrolled in a school in 
the United States may take the Reading ProficiencyTests in English (RPTE) rather tban the Texas 
Assessment ofKnowledge and Skills(TAKS) for one test administration and becountedas 
participants, and students who have been enrolled in schools mthe United States for more than one 
yearmust take the TAKS in order to be counted as aparticipant. 

•	 Other .eademls; iadle'tor taraet. (Element. '.1 a.-I 7.21 

Revision: Texas clarified that the targets for the elementaryand middle and hiah schoel other 
academic indicators (attendance and graduationrate, respectively)can be found in element 1.2of the 
accountability plan. 
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